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Dear Sir: 

In response to the office communication mailed 6/28/05, the Applicant submits the 
IbUowing amended brief in compliance with 37 CFR 41.37. 



/ of 29 



PAGE 219 • RCVD AT 7127/2005 1 :50:49 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] ' SVRUSPTO-EFXira ' DNIS:2738300 ' CSID:2148895060 ' DURATION (mntts):0540 



JUL-27-2005 12:43 From:WCM20I 

Attorney Docket No. AUS920000405US1 
Serial Nq, 09/657 J 16 

I. Real Party in Interest 

The real party in interest in the present application is international Business Machines 
Corporation, a New York corporation having a place of business in Armonk, New York, 

IL Related Appeals & Interferences 

The Applicant has no knowledge of any appeal or interference proceedings thai are 
relevant to the present application, 

III. Status of Claims 

The Examiner has rejected pending claims 1 -20. The Applicant appeals the Examiner's 
rejection of all pending claims. 

IV> Status of Amendments 
All of the amendments have been entered in the present case. 

V. Summary of the Claimed Subject Matter 

A. Independent Claims. 

X, Claim 1: The subject matter of claim 1 is a software program for displaying a 
spotlight cursor having a circumference where the software program directs a computer to 
display secondary content without user interaction and when the secondary content is covered by 
a point on the circumference. See Specification, page 2, line 21- page 3, line 4; page 6 f line 22- 
pagc 7, line 14. 

2. Claim 6: The subject matter of claim 6 is a computer readable memory tor causing a 
computer having a cursor to display secondary content where a program causes the computer to 
display a Spotlight cursor having a radius, a circumference, and a center located at the forward 
most point of the cursor so that when the coordinates of the circumference and the secondary 
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content coincide, the secondary content is displayed without user interaction. See Specification, 
page 2, line 21- page 3, line 4; page 6, line 22- page 7, line 14. 

3. Claim 7, The subject matter of claim 7 is a computer implemented process to 
accomplish display of secondary content upon activation by a spotlight cursor including, the 
steps of obtaining the coordinates of the cursor; calculating the location of a circumference; 
determining whether the circumference has covered a secondary content; causing a secondary 
content to be displayed without user interaction; and displaying a menu, determining whether or 
not secondary contents are to be displayed, selecting the radius, selecting intensity, selecting 
color for area inside the circumference, selecting color of the circumference, selecting 
configuration of the circumference, and determining the definition of secondary content. Sec 
Specif ication, page 2, line 21 to page 3, line 4; page 6, line 1 1 to page 7, line 14. 

4. Claim 8_ The subject matter of claim 8 is a method for creating a spotlight cursor for 
causing secondary content to be revealed by obtaining the coordinates of the cursor, calculating 
the location of a circximfcrcncc, dctcmiining whether the circumference lias covered a secondary 
content, and causing the secondary content to be displayed without user interaction. See 
Specification, page 2, lines 2 1- page 3, line 4; page 6, line 1 1- page 7, line 14. 

5, Claim 11, The subject matter of claim 1 1 is a method for defining a peripheral area 
around a cursor and displaying a secondary content, associated with an item when the peripheral 
area intersects the item, without user interaction. See Specification, page 2, lines 21- page 3, line 
4; page 6, line 1 1- page 7, line 14. 

6. Claim 16. The subject matter of claim 16 is a program product with instructions to 
define a peripheral area around a cursor, for displaying a secondary content, associated with an 
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iLem when the peripheral area intersects the item, without user interaction, (See Specification 
page 2, lines 21- page 3, line 4; page 6, line 1 1- page 7, line 14. 
B. Dependent Claims. 

1. Claim 2. The subject matter of claim 2 is the programmable apparatus of claim 1 and 
that the circumference is either a solid line, a broken line, or is not visible. See Specification 
page 5, lines 9-13. 

2. Claim 3. The subject matter of claim 3 is the programmable apparatus of claim 1 and 
that the secondary content is either gradual, all or zone. See Specification page 8, lines 22- page 
9, line 9; page 9, line 1 2 - page 1 0, line 7. 

3. Claim 4. The subject matter of claim 4 is the programmable apparatus of claim 1 and 
that the light within the circumference is of selectable and variable intensity. See Specification 
page 8, lines 2-6. 

4. Claim 5. The subject matter of claim 5 is the programmable apparatus of claim 1 and 
that the area inside the circumference is a prc-sclcctablc color. Sec Specification page 8, line 6- 
13, 

5. Claim 9. The subject matter of claim 9 is the method of claim 8 and determining 
whether the use has selected the spotlight cursor. See Specification page 7, lines 16-19 

6. Claim 10. The subject matter of claim 10 is the step of determining whether or not the 
radius has been selected. Sec Specification page 7, line 19-20. 

7* Claim 12, The subject matter of claim 12 is the method of claim 1 1 and thai the 
peripheral area is a circle. See Specification page 5, lines 3-1.3. 

8. Claim 13. The subject matter of claim 13 is the method of claim 1 1 and that the 
intersection occurs on a graphical user interface. See FIG, 3 and FIG. 4. 



Page 4 of 29 



PAGE 5/9 * RCVD AT 7/27/2005 1:50:49 PM [Eastern DayBght Time] 1 SVR:USPTOEFXRF-6/25 * DN1S:27K300 * CSID:2148895060 * DURATION (mm-ss):0540 



JUL-27-2005 12:43 From:WCM20I 

Attorney Docket No. AUS920000405US1 
Serial No. 09/657 J 16 

9. Claim 14, The subject matter of claim 14 is the method of claim 1 1 and lhal the cursor 
is a pointer. Sec Specification page 5, lines 4-6. 

10. Claim 15, The subject matter of claim 15 is the method of claim 1 1 and that the 
secondary content is displayed without the cursor intersecting the time. See Specification page 
10, line 3-7, FIG. 10, 

11. Claim 17. 1'hc subject matter of claim 17 is the program product of claim 1 6 where 
the peripheral area is a circle. See Specification page 5, lines 3-13. 

12. Claim 18. The subject matter of claim 1 8 i$ the program product of claim 16 where 
the intersection occurs on a graphical user interface. See FIG. 3-4, 

13. Claim 19. The subject matter of claim 19 is the program product of claim. 16 where 
the cursor is a pointer. See Specification page 5 ? lines 4-6. 

1.4. Claim 20. The subject matter of claim 17 is the program product of claim 16 where 
the secondary content i$ displayed without the cursor intersecting the item. See Specification 
page 10, lines 3-7; HO. 10. 

VI. Grounds of Rejection 

A. 35 USC §103 

The examiner rcjccLcd claims 1-20 under 35 USC 103(a) as being upaienlable over 
Lehikoimen et al ("Lehikoimen", US Pat. No. 6,559,872) in view of Clark et al. ("Clark*, U.S. 
Patent NO. 5,995,101). 

1. Claim 1. The examiner slated that Lehikoimen discloses " a software program for 
displaying a spotlight cursor having a circumference, and the computer being directed to display 
secondary content when said secondary content is covered by a point on the circumference" 
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(FIG. 2, 3:15-27; 4:5-20) and that Clark, discloses secondary content displayed without user 
interaction (Fig, 2-3; 1:50-63; 2:51-63). 

2. Claim 2 

The examiner stated that Lehikoimen discloses a circumference visible as a solid line or a 
broken line Or not visible (FIG, 2; circle 100), 

3. Claim 3 

The examiner stated that Lehikoimen teaches secondary content that may be "gradual, all 
or zone" (4:5-20). 

4. Claim 4 

The examiner staled thai Lehikoimen teaches that the circumference is of selectable and 
variable intensity (4:22-33). 
S* Claim 5 

The examiner stated that Lehikoimen teaches that the area inside the circumference is a 
pre-selectable color based upon FIG. 2 and the examiner's statement that "it is inherent that the 
area inside the circle 100 has a color in order to provide the user a visual indication of the 
cursor.'* 

6. Claim 6 

The examiner stated thai Lehikoimen discloses a program to cause ts thc computer to 
display a spotlight cursor having u radius, a circumference, and a center located at the forward 
most point of the cursor wherein responsive to coincidence of coordinates on said circumference 
and said secondary content, said secondary content is displayed (FIG. 2, 3:15-27; 4:5-20, 3:28- 
32), and that Clark teaches secondary content displayed without user intervention. 

7. Claim 7 
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The examiner stated that Lehikoimen discloses the steps of: 

determining whether or not the user has selected the spotlight cursor (4:40-46); 

determining whether or not the radius ahs been selected (4:22-33 and 50-55) 

obtaining the coordinates of the cursor and calculating the location of the circumference 

(3:15-25; 3:32-40); 

determining whether the circumference has covered a secondary content and causing the 
secondary content to be displayed (3:32-40; 4:5-20); 

using a second program, displaying a menu (4:22-33), determining whether or not 
secondary contents are to be displayed, selecting the radius, and selecting intensity (4:5-20 and 
22-33); 

selecting color for area inside the circumference, selecting color of the circumference, 
and selecting configuration of the circumference (FTG. 2; 4:22*32); and 

determining the definition of secondary content (4:5-20). 
The examiner stated that it was inherent that the area inside circle 100 and the perimeter of circle 
100 have a color in order to provide a visual indication of the cursor, and that Clark teaches that 
secondary content i$ displayed without user interaction (FIGS. 2-3, 1 :50-63; 2:5 1-63). 

8. Claim H 

The examiner stated that Lehikoimen discloses a method obtaining the coordinates of the 
cursor and calculating the location of a circumference (3:15-25; 3:32-40), determining whedier 
die circumference has covered a secondary content and causing the secondary content to be 
displayed (3:32-40; 4:5-20), and that Clark teaches the secondary content i$ displayed without 
user interaction (TIGS 2-3; 1:50-63; 2:51-63). 

9. Claim 9 
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Tlic examiner stated that Lchikoimcn discloses determining whether of not the user has 
selected the spotlight eursor (4: 40-46). 
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